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Supervisor Lesko and Councilman Panico accept award for recommendations to prepare South Shore for
mass evacuation

Pictured left to right are Councilman Dan Panico, Bill McMenamin and Mayer Horn from
 Greenman-Pedersen, Inc. and Supervisor Mark Lesko.

Farmingville, NY - The Town of Brookhaven has  been recognized by the A merican C ounc il of Engineering C ompanies
(A C EC ) as  a rec ipient of the 2012  A C EC  Engineering Excellence A ward for its  Mas tic -Shirley P eninsula Evacuation
Study. O n A pril  20 , Supervisor Mark Lesko, alongs ide C ounc ilman Dan P anico, accepted the award on behalf of the
Town. A lso present were Mayer Horn and Bill  McMenamin of Greenman-Pedersen, Inc ., who consulted the Town on
the  s tudy. The  s tudy  cos t  $1  million, which  inc luded  $800,000  in  federal  funds  provided  by  C ongressman  T im
Bishop.

"Public  safety is  always  a top priority, espec ially during emergency s ituations , and I  am proud to accept this  award
for  the  Town  of  Brookhaven,"  said  Supervisor  Lesko, "The  Mastic -Shirley  peninsula  is  one  of  the  Town's  mos t
susceptible areas  to flooding during s torms  and hurricanes . During T ropical Storm Irene, we implemented many of the
recommendations , which  helped  to  keep  our  res idents  safe  and  minimize  property  damage. I  would  like  to  thank



C ongressman Bishop for his  ass is tance in securing funds  for the s tudy."

"The  unique  geography  of the  Mas tic -Shirley  area  required a  comprehens ive  approach to  ensuring public  safety  in
emergenc ies . This  vitally  important plan will  help save lives  and protec t property  in future emergenc ies  after being
success fully  employed in  Brookhaven Town's  response  to  T ropical  Storm Irene,"  said  C ongressman Bishop. "I 'm
proud to have secured the federal funding needed to advance this  award-winning safety s tudy.

This  is  another example  of what  can be  accomplished when all  levels  of government  work  together to  protec t  the
public ."

"The population and geography of the Mas tic /Shirley  peninsula make an effec tive evacuation plan very  challenging
given the cons traints  of limited roadway access  in and out of the area,"  commented Brookhaven Town C ounc ilman
Dan P anico. "A  well  coordinated plan like this  has  proven effec tive to ensure that the orderly evacuation can occur
well in advance of emergency s ituations . The Supervisor and I  have worked together on a number of occas ions  where
it  became  necessary  to  evacuate  res idents  during  the  gas  leak, tropical  s torm  and  wildfires . The  key  is  being
prepared and executing a plan like this  that was  put together far in advance of the emergency."

Mayer  Horn,  Direc tor  of  T ransportation  P lanning  at  Greenman-Pedersen,  Inc .  said,  "I  join  my  colleagues  at
Greenman-Pedersen, Inc . in  congratulating  the  Town  of Brookhaven  on  receiving  this  pres tigious  award  and  we
apprec iate  the cooperation and support of the Town Supervisor, the Town Board, and the Town's  profess ional  s taff,
espec ially P aul Rogalle, throughout the s tudy. We also want to thank Representative T im Bishop for recognizing the
need for this  s tudy and then securing the federal funds  for it. We are proud of the work of our entire consultant team,
and we espec ially acknowledge our colleague, Bill  McMenamin, who managed this  projec t. Finally, we urge the Town
direc tor  of emergency  preparedness  to  champion  the  ac tion  recommendations  and  we  urge  the  commiss ioner  of
planning, environment, and land management to  periodically  update  the  s tudy, inc luding the  lates t  technologies  to
communicate with people in the evacuation area; we are pleased to have served the Town and its  res idents ."

The Mas tic -Shirley  P eninsula Evacuation Study was  c reated by the Town of Brookhaven's  Department of P lanning,
Environment and Land Management with the ass is tance of Greenman-Pedersen, Inc . to make recommendations  for a
plan  to  be  followed  by  the  Town  in  the  event  that  a  mass  evacuation  of the  Mas tic -Shirley  peninsula  would  be
necessary. A s  a low-lying peninsula with over 40 ,000  res idents , the hamlets  of Shirley, Mas tic , and Mas tic  Beach
were  identified  by  the  Town  as  vulnerable  to  a  natural  disas ter. The  s tudy  inc luded  recommendations  regarding
improvement to infras truc ture in the area, the dis tribution of information to the public , and the planning of emergency
operations . The s tudy found that with these recommendations , the res idents  of the Mas tic -Shirley peninsula could be
evacuated safely and in a timely manner.

Many of the recommendations  inc luded in the Mas tic -Shirley P eninsula Evacuation Study were put into place by the
Town's  office of Emergency Management and Department of P ublic  Safety  in preparation of T ropical  Storm Irene in
A ugus t 2011. These inc luded:

Evacuation of low lying areas.

Identification of Evacuation Shelters and Reception Centers and coordination with Suffolk County Fire Rescue and Emergency Services, the

American Red Cross, New York State Emergency Management Office and other Social Service agencies.

A dedicated website page with regular weather and emergency preparation/evacuation updates.

A comprehensive Town of Brookhaven Hurricane Survival Guide on the website.

Media strategy that included regular press releases, e-mail blasts, TV and Radio live phone updates.

Public outreach with robocalls and Constant Contact e-mails.

To watch an informative video presentation of the Mas tic -Shirley P eninsula Evacuation Study, go to
www.brookhaven.org/evacuationstudy .
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